WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

had to sign a death sentence on a soldier who had left the
trenches. It seemed inhuman to me. Actually I signed the
sentences because my duty demanded it. What I could not
understand was that the Government allowed me to order
the execution of private soldiers, but did not allow me the
necessary authority as an Army Commander to do the
same with Senior Officers and Officers guilty of treason
and espionage, many of whom had done irreparable harm.
In one of the reports which I made periodically as a
Commander I proposed to the War Minister that he should
widen my powers, so that crimes of High Treason and
Espionage could be judged by Military Tribunal, to make
it clear that in a People's Army the life of a Senior Officer
or an Officer who was a traitor was not respected more
than that of a private soldier. In answer to this report the
Minister of National Defence, Doctor Negrin, told me that
he had considered the proposal and found it reasonable
and just, and that they would try, in the Council of
Ministers, to find a legal formula for it. But he warned
me that it was a very delicate matter, because there were
very few Commanders, among whom he included me,
who would not abuse this authority.

As I imagined, the Minister of National Defence
dropped the matter and a real injustice remained. The
simple people continued to be cannon fodder.

In the matter of espionage, what happened abroad?
Our side was unable to secure the work of any form of
espionage or counter-espionage. On the other hand, the
enemy did as he liked. He had a good foundation,
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